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What are the 3 Branches of the Hawai'i State 
Government, and what do they do?

State House Reps
State Senators

Who holds these positions?
Governor 
Lieutenant Governor

Who holds these positions?
State Supreme Court
Justices

Who holds these positions?

Legislative Branch

WRITES THE LAWS

Executive Branch
CARRIES OUT THE LAWS

Judicial Branch
INTERPRETS THE LAWS



How a Bill Becomes Law



Learn how to Navigate the Capitol Website

Learn how to Read Legislation

Formulating your Opinion

Learn how to Testify in Support of or Opposition to Legislation

1.

2.

3.

4.

4 Part Process:

So how can YOU help change state law?

Effective Advocacy
Starts with Education



Step 1: 
Navigating the 
Capitol Website
To start, go to www.Capitol.Hawaii.Gov



Search for
legislation here
using the 
bill or resolution
numbers
i.e "HB25" for
House Bill 25

Search for
legislation here
using key words
like "taxes" or
"sidewalks" or
"Mauna Kea" etc.

Click here to see
what pieces of
legislation have
been scheduled
for hearings

Click here to Sign in or
Register for an account.

You will need an
account in order to
Submit Testimony! 
All you need is an 

email address

Click here to find out
who your State House
Rep. and Senator are!

Click here to see which
Reps and Senators sit

on each Committee.
Committee Chairs

decide which pieces of
Legislation they will

consider in Hearings



As an advocate, it's imperative that you know

who your legislators are, and how to find out

which legislators chair each committee!

So, who are your Legislators?



What can your District
Legislators do for you?

If you'd like to create a piece of

legislation, you can ask your District

Representative or Senator to propose it!

Advocate for the issues
that matter to you

Your legislators can help you find services for

housing, unemployment, educational

resources, and so much more!

Help you find services and get
your questions answered



When should you contact
Committee Chairs instead of
your District Legislators?

Then, once the bill has a hearing scheduled, you should contact ALL

members of the committee to request that the bill be PASSED.

Once a bill has been written and assigned to
committees, you contact the committee chair to
REQUEST a HEARING



A bill can be referred to more than 1 committee.
The more committees a bill is referred to, the more time and
effort it takes to get the bill passed.
Let's look at an example...

How to know which Committees
a bill has been Referred to...

You can see here that HB11
has been referred to

Education and  Ways & Means

The webpage for each bill also
shows you who introduced the bill, if
any hearings have been scheduled,
and has links to the hearing reports.



Step 2:
Reading Legislation



Types of Legislation

Cannot carry over from one session to the next.

Prefixes:  HCR = House Concurrent Resolution

Once adopted, resolutions are transmitted to

individuals, agencies, or other concerned parties

    SCR = Senate Concurrent Resolution

    HR = House Resolution

    SR = Senate Resolution

Used to state the legislature's official position
on an issue or to request action from a
separate body

If not vetoed, can carryover from the

first year of the biennium to the second.

Prefixes:  HB = House Bill

Not enrolled to the government

Once passed by the legislature, bills are

enrolled to the Governor

    SB = Senate Bill

Enacts a Law

Bills Resolutions



Click the image below to see the full version of House Resolution
41 (HR41) Relating to Bullying

Reading a Resolution

Resolution Number
Request to a specific body or
individual
"Whereas" Statement(s)
"Be it Resolved" Statement(s)

   Pieces of a Resolution
1.
2.

3.
4.

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/bills/HR41_.PDF


Click the image to see the full version of Senate Bill 676
(SB676) Relating to Minimum Wage

Reading a Bill

 Bill Number
 "Relating To" Statement
 "Be it Enacted" Statement 
 Section 1: Typically the Purpose of the bill
 Second to Last Section: Statutory or                              
Constitutional Material Changes
 Last Section: Provides the date the law will
take effect

   Pieces of a Bill
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/bills/SB676_SD1_.PDF


Step 3:
Formulating Your
Opinion



What factors do
you think affect

people's opinions?

There are many factors that affect political opinions



            Age                    Gender/Sexuality                   Education            Socioeconomics

 Religion & Ethics           Location               Finances            Health            Family & Heritage

+ SO MUCH MORE!



Why is it
important to

acknowledge
your

differences
when

expressing
your opinion?

It enhances the learning experience
for everyone

It helps you communicate with
empathy and efficiency

It builds community even when you
disagree with your peers



Formulating a Quality Political Opinion Requires Research

Legal Documents & Political Texts

Speeches and Interviews

Verified Photo & Video of an Event

Professionally Produced Datasets & Surveys

Scientific Papers written by Professionals in the Field

Research should be done using Primary Sources:

Facebook Posts & Comments

Articles that do not show their sources

Online encyclopedias (Wikipedia etc.)

Blogs or Vlogs

Do NOT use the following to back up your opinion:



Step 4:
Testifying on 
Legislation



Click here to Make an Account

First, you'll need to sign up for an
Account on the Capitol website

No need to add an organization

Make sure to use an email
address you can access so you

can verify the account

Click "I underdand" and then
"Create User"

Once completed, verify
your account by

checking your email, 
and then Sign In!

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/login/register.aspx


Once you've signed in, your home
page will look like this...

Click on the orange
Testimony button!



This section will show you
which pieces of legislation
you've testified on already

Next, choose a piece of
legislation to testify on! 

Enter the bill/measure number
here and click "Continue"



Submitting Testimony Part 1

Add your Name

Choose whether you support,
are opposed to, or would just
like to provide some comments

Click "As an Individual Citizen"
unless you're testifying for an
organization



Submitting Testimony Part 2

Choose whether you'd like to testify
virtually via Zoom or with written
testimony only. Note: virtual
testimony is always more effective 
 when expressing your opinion to
legislators

Regardless of how you are
testifying, you should upload or
type a written message explaining
your opinion. Use a message
template like the one typed here.



Any Questions?

With that, you've officially
become an advocate!
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